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#2848 Miss Evans on the Titanic X IZEBIA

On a beautiful afternoon in April, 1912, the
Titanic started on its first journey, from England to
America. It was scheduled to arrive in New York in
seven days.
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The Titanic was one of the biggest ships ever built.

About 2,200 people were on this ship.
Everything in it was new and clean. Everyone was
enjoying the journey.
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On the fifth day it got colder and colder. There
were some icebergs around the Titanic. Icebergs are
dangerous to ships. Only a part of an iceberg shows
above the water, and most of it is under the water.
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Late that night a man watching for icebergs saw a
very big one near the ship. He shouted, "Iceberg
ahead!" But it was too late. The ship hit the iceberg
and began to sink slowly into the sea.
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All the people had to leave the ship quickly. The
women and children were the first to get into the
lifeboats. But one woman was left behind. She
came up to the side of the ship and shouted, "Oh,
please, please make room for me. My children are
down there in that boat. I must go witﬁ them!"
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"There's no more room here,

"

someone in the boat



shouted back. Her little son and daughter heard her
and began to cry, "Mother! Mother!" No one knew
what to do.
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Suddenly a young woman sitting near the poor

children stood up and said, "I'll go back to the ship.
I'm not married. I don't have any children,"
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There was no time to lose. The young woman went
back to the ship, and the children's mother got into
the lifeboat. Soon after that, the Titanic went down
under the water.

HENC T BBMIEHVEL A
BERDFUE, 2LCFEE
CENZUR, 2NABEER
FBRDORIChHE L.

The young woman's name was Miss Evans. She
was going home to Boston. No more is known
about her. That night about 1,500 people lost
their lives, Miss Evans was one of them.
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the Next Generation
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Do I look like a dancer? Maybe not. But I am crazy
about dancing. A lot of young people are interested
in modern forms of dance-hip-hop, for example, or
jazz. But my favorite is the teodori, a traditional
local dance.
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Teodori is performed at the Kakunodate Festival,
which is held every year for three days in
September. As part of the festival, people pull
wooden carts through the streets. The carts compete
for space on the road, and they often crash into
each other. Young girls wearing vivid purple
kimono dance the teodori on the carts. The violence
of the colliding carts is matched by the silent
gracefulness of the dancers.
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Ten years ago, I saw the dance for the first time,
and 1t made a deep impression on me. I remember
saying to my mother, ‘I want to dance like those
girls.” At the same time, I was very shy, and
afraid of dancing in front of an audience. But after
seeing the festival at Kakunodate, I really wanted to
dance. And so, when I was five years old, I started
taking lessons.
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At first, my teacher was very kind, and the lessons
were fun for me. But as I grew older, the lessons
became more and more difficult. My teacher also
became stricter and stricter, I was Kaving a hard
time, and I thought of giving up. But my family
said to me, “Remember, you wanted to learn the
teodori. Keep trying, and do your best.” Thanks to
their support and encouragement, I continued to
dance. Gradually, my skills improved. As a result,
I grew in self-confidence-not only as a dancer, but
also in other areas of my life.
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In my first two years of junior high school, I took

part in homestay programs abroad-first in Korea,
then in Australia. On both trips, I had the
opportumtﬁl to perform the teodori. Sharln% the
dance with people in other countries, I felt like
was able to express the Japanese spirit to them. In
the process, my eyes were opened to the richness of
my own culture, I began to wonder about the
history and the meaning of the dance.

PERTORDRID2FHET, H—%)jflﬁﬁ,
UCA—=RRSUPOIR—ART 1 BMBFE
LELE, EB5DMRITTE, TG TF|0
SWANBOE LI, MOBOARICHENZE
'S, KSICBARDBMERICENTELKD
FFRUFEUIZ, ZDiBIET, RDBIFEDDX
DENTENDEDIC, BEMEURL, R,
D@FEEC%D*(L.D[/\T/L;\[/\ﬂbL/gitjfv:.o

Traditions, I realized, are important. They are also
fragile and easily lost. Here in northern Japan, most
young people aren't interested in the traditional
performing arts. As a result, many of those
traditions are in danger of dying out. Unfortunately,

the teodori is no exception. The number of
performers is decreasing year after year.
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Learning to dance the teodori has made me a
stronger person. It has also given me a deeper
connection with my own culture, I want to learn
more about the teodori so that I can perform it even
more passionately. I hope to inspire the next
generation to keep this important tradition alive.

Ri3 TFBEDI CONT, EoEFUENEH
TNET. 2535 ET, BlC, BoEMERD
TFEOETSC A TEBET I, BERMLK

DARDMICRERFT, CORDEEHREESES

[==]
L\

\
D3

ER
.

ESEHILNDTT. )
r%ﬁb%bt@?ﬁ%[<ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁ%b<
USSR (FERE10858) TTADRRNBDHOE

SPNBEEULHTI,




