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Mid-December and winter comes crashing in. And it won’ t relent for 3
months. It’ s not exceptionally cold, but Akita gets some of the most
snowfall in the world. Surreal doesn’ t begin to describe seeing entire
country homes, on the wrong side of a snow drift, swallowed by the
powder. It’ s strangely beautiful, as from a distance the villages begin
to resemble little arctic outposts, stung together by telephone lines.
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[’ d never experienced true wilderness - not a place where the mountains "

are ever-present on the horizon, the evergreens sprawl indefinitely and
where bears factor into your hiking preparation. It’ s a far cry from the
windswept hedgerows and craggy foothills of northern England - though I’ n

sure [’ 11 leave Akita with a newfound appreciation for both.
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After spending my whole life surrounded by flat land and cornfields, I was overjoyed to

be living in a place with huge mountains and rivers. I never tire of looking at them and
I regularly walk to the Maruko River despite the snow, just to get a better view.
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Learning how to snowboard has been a fun experience so far. I could barely stand and

struggled to hop on the ski lift the first time [ visited Ohdai ski resort. However, all my
efforts were worth it when [ saw the view from the beginner slope that day.
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The sun was shining over miles of untouched snow in the distance. have seen snow in my hometown too, but the light dusting

we get in Ohio is nothing compared to the several feet Daisen has received this year.
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[ also love how the snowfall makes a lovely backdrop for fireworks. In
America, fireworks are saved for major holidays like the 4th of July and New

Year’ s Day. So, it was a pleasant surprise to have dinner and a show on an

ordinary, snowy Wednesday from the comfort of my home.
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